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ONE HAWAIIAN ABORIGINE has ever received holy orders in the Angli-

TRUSTEES UNTIL 1953 TRUSTEES UNTIL 195 Communion, despite the ninety years that have elapsed since the estab-
Milton Cades Charles H. Hunter nent of the Missionary District of Honolulu. He was ordained in 1864,
Meiric K. Dutton Bernice Judd , ears after the arrival of Bishop Staley, the first English bishop. Both of
Maude Jones Alfred C. Young _ glish bishops of Honolulu were anxious to recruit a native clergy, but

was successful. The solitary Hawaiian' who overcame the educational
p was William Hoapili Kaauwai, and he received only the diaconate, or
ok of deacon— the lowest order among the clergy of the Anglican
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lliam Hoapili Kaauwai was the son of Zorobabela Kaauwai and a chiefess,

ITTEE
FINANCE COMM . atly a woman of the family of Hoapili, a high chiefrain of the Island
1 Alfred C. Young, Chalrma{\l{ei:ic K. Dutton ui and trusted advisor of Kamehameha I The elder Kaauwai was born
A L Y. War y ~ 806, before the period in which Americans and Europeans in great
Milton Cades Ms. James Mand

settled in Hawaii. Because he grew up at a time when the islands
elatively unaffected by Western civilization, he was considered, in later
something of an expert on the old Hawaiian culture. Although not a
imself, he belonged to the “old class of chief’s right-hand men.” As such,
retainer of and an assistant to Hoapili during the latter’s governorship
Apparently he bettered his position by his marriage. At least he soon
occupy a number of political offices. For a while he served as judge
cuit court® and then as a member, from 1846 to 1850, of the Board
nmissioners to Quiet Land Titles.? Later he sat for four terms in the
Representatives of the Kingdom.? His wife bore him four children,
sons who reached maturity and a daughter who died in infancy.* He
property, much of it taro patch land on Maui; and he became success-
 farmer, receiving first prize for his taro and second prize for his bananas
fair sponsored by the Royal Hawaiian Agricultural Society in 1851.5 He
garded as “a man of sage experience, great moderation, and well known
ty, "% although he was said to have held “peculiar views.” He died at
20, Maui, August 8, 1856.7
m Hoapili Kaauwai was born in 1835.5 He received a good primary
ondary education, probably at some Congregational school, but the de-
his schooling are lacking. He apparently was baptized into the Con-
al Church, for in 1861 he was one of the trustees of the Wailuku
tional Church.® On July 1, 1856, in Hopolulu, he was married to
Ann Kiliwehi,'® who was described as a tall woman with an imperfect
dge of English.'* They had no children. Kaauwai stood for election as
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auwai did not fail to inform the bishop of Auckland of his presence in
ese, but it is impossible to determine whether he sought a cure. Both
chameha V and Dr. Staley wrote urging his return.39

The Congregationalists in Hawaii were ever ready to criticize the Missionary
shopric, and they did not abstain from using Kaauwai’s absence as a handle.
Maile Quarterly, organ of a Congregational society, wrote that the Kaau-
“absence requires some explanation, as all sorts of vague rumors are being
culated respecting them.”*® A secular paper whose editor, Henry M. Whitney,
2 Congregationalist protagonist, went even further:

After some delays, Kaauwai apparently was accepted by the Maoris
sixteen years later, in 1882, there appeared in the Pacific Commercial Adven
an account of his negotiations, probably written by the then-editor of
newspaper, Walter Murray Gibson. The account reads as follows:

... in 1866 the Hon. Wm. Hoapili Kaauwai went to New Zealan
open a negotiation for the emigration of Maoris to the Hawaiian Archipe
.. . He discussed with the editor of this journal** in 1865, the schem
establishing communication between the two cognate branches of the Mal
Polynesian family, between the peoples of the Hawaiian and New
Archipelagoes. Kaauwai had this great object in view, when he and hi
Kiliwehi Hoapili, sailed from their native islands in company with Her Majest
Queen Dowager Emma, who was proceeding on a visit to the Court of Eng
This young Chief and his wife, after receiving distinguished attentio
Europe, sailed from London on board the ship Norwood for New Z
and arrived in Auckland, August, 1866. They proceeded at once to vi
Maori Chiefs of the North Island, or Ika na Maui and were entertained by
Prince Tamehana, and other high Maori Chiefs. Hoapili found little diffi
in carrying on conversation with his Maori friends. He was an enlig
man and a zealous student, and readily adapted his Hawaiian-Maori lang
to the New Zealand Maori language. His views in regard to Maoti mig
to Hawaii were cordially entertained by Tamehana. Many patriotic
objected to the scheme, deeming it almost a sacrilege to abandon their.
land, but a large number took another view, saying that their country
virtually lost to them; the whites, who so far outnumbered them, were in
plete possession of it; but that in Hawaii, an ancient sister land, there
their own blood and lineage, ruled by a Maori-Polynesian King. After
Hoapili wrote home to Minister Hutchinson and to the editor of this jous
that he was prepared to lead an emigration of several thousand Maori
Hawaiian Government would enable him to carry out his negotiation. B
King — Kamehameha V—had taken umbrage at the action of Hoap:
had proceeded as a volunteer, independent Commissioner, and it was'su
would arrogate to himself too much consequence in case he should reti
Hawaii with a colony of Maoris under his guidance and influence. §
volunteer Hawaiian Negotiator received letters from home disapprovin,
independent action, and warning him not to attempt to promote any mig
of Maoris without the full sanction of the Government of his country.
was undoubtedly indiscreet in his action in this matter, and reasonably p.
the objection of his Sovereign. It was understood when he set out from
that he would proceed to New Zealand for information solely, and by a f
report induce the Government to take some action, but he was so muc
by the sympathy and good will of the Maoris and their eager desire to
compatriots with him in his own country, that he took in hand at onc
of emigration, which would, as he gave assurance in his letters, be carti
entirely at the expense of the Maoris themselves. However, Hoapi

dismiss his plan for the time . . .38
* * *

- Rev. Mr. Hoapili and wife . . . for some cause, not yet made public,
e turned adrift on the charities of the cold and unfeeling world. It seems
 strange ‘that they should have gone to that distant colony, almost as far
n their home as England is. It will give rise to various speculations. Perhaps
were inveigled on board some emigrant ship, bound they knew not and
ot where. Or, perhaps, they were induced by the Bishop of Oxford
wel Wilberforce) to emigrate as Missionaries of the new Reformed Catholic
ch to convert the Maories of that distant colony. Strange things do some-
appen in this world, and not the least so are some of the denouements
Mission. The story of the trials of this unhappy couple, and the causes
ed to their separation from the embassy, will cause the ears to tingle, and
e the pseudo-philanthropists of the Hawaiian people, whenever they are
public. Why do not the Ministers give some statement of this affair, when
€ so pushed for news to fill their organ? Are they afraid to publish the
If not, let us hear the truth.*1

account appeared a full month after Queen Emma’s return to Hono-
e Ministry made no response, as indeed no response was required, but
vernment newspaper did publish that portion of Kaauwai's letter to Mr.
quoted earlier in the present paper, together with certain facts of the
cluding the statement: “Mr. Harris was puzzled at this [reference to
ai’s plan to leave England for the East], for he did not imagine that
re actually going East from London, and supposed they were really
o America, using the word east as meaning the Eastern States of the
0, locating himself mentally at the Hawaiian Islands in writing of going
. . thus carrying out an earnest wish which Mr. Hoapili had often ex-
d to his friends, of visiting the southern islands of the Pacific Ocean,
eeing the different families of the Polynesian race in their several
mes ., "42

he Kaauwais left Auckland on June 15, 1867, aboard the bark Kate
uled for San Francisco,*® where they boarded the D. C. Murray which put
in Honolulu on September 3.** Six days later they took ship for Maui.*?
ishop Staley had sailed for England prior to Kaauwai’s return to Honolulu.
ameha V wrote the bishop on September 24, 1867: “Mr. Hoapili &
ived here some fortnight ago. He called but I did not see him. I do
10w what he proposes to do.”46

anuary 20, 1868, the King wrote further to Bishop Staley: . .. Hoapili
wife had arrived. I would not receive him, as I considered that his

** These references are undoubtedly to Walter Murray Gibson who was
the Pacific Commercial Advertiser in 1882, and not to Henry M. Whitney who w:
in 1865. [Ed.] ‘




conduct towards the Queen has been despicable. Since his return he has be
put under bond to keep the peace. He had been drinking, which made.
crazy and quarrelsome. Since that he has had another fax.mly ﬁgl.lt, he poin
a gun to his wife’s head and offered to shoot her. She is stopping now Wi
Mrs. Bishop. You know my feeling of Hoapili: his conduct has justified
views."47

It is difficult to determine whether Kaauwai ever returned to the prosecuti
of his clerical duties. The priest in Wailuku charged that he engaged in s
“schismatical act” in that place and then went to Lahaina, where he got
a drunken brawl*$ These accusations, however, cannot be accepted at
face value, for Dr. Staley disciplined the priest for “showing an entire wan
tact & judgment” in the matter.*® Whatever the reason, Kaauwai soon reent
politics. In February, 1870, he stood for election as representative from\
luku. At the time, the native Hawaiians were much exercised over a prop
to import a large number of coolies to work as laborers on the sugar plantati
Kaauwai announced as an anti-coolie candidate and led the field by a vote
304 out of 825.5° He took his seat on April 30,51 and soon he was acth
engaged in the proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. He was appointe
member of the committee on foreign affairs; he opposed an amendment 1o
rules that required a roll call vote on the first passage of each bill; he mo
an amendment to a divorce bill that would have punished the guilty party
imprisonment at hard labor for a year; he criticized the Minister 'of Fore
Affairs for intemperate language; he voted that the Hawaiian version o
document be the definitive one; and he proposed an increase in the real pr
erty tax so that the personal and animal raxes might be abolished.?? Befa
the end of the assembly he was regarded as one of its prominent member
In 1872 and 1874, he was spoken of as a candidate for reelection to the Legis
lature, but he did not stand.®*

In the meantime, Kaauwai’s domestic life was far from satisfactory
April 22, 1872, Mrs. Kaauwai filed suit for divorce. Kaauwai answere
petition on May 29. In his replication, he made no attempt to answe
charges but rather entered upon an enumeration of complaints against he

Despite his answer, Kaauwai did not contest the divorce. The cause wen
trial on September 12, 1872, when Mrs. Kaauwai was granted a temp
decree, made absolute on June 18, 1873. Kaauwai was required to pay he
dollars a month alimony and the costs of the suit.’® It is interesting to
that Mrs. Kaauwai did not accuse her husband of infidelity. Perhaps h
not been guilty of this offense during the marriage, but on January 31, 1874
there was born to Keauookalau, the wife of Lihilihi, of Kauai, a boy, wh
the mother claimed to be the son of Kaauwai and whom she named Hoap:

Mrs. Kaauwai did not long survive the divorce. She died at the hom
Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop, in Honolulu, on November 3, 1873,:
thirty-three,5% and the burial service was read over her remains in the
Cathedral on the following day.5?

Despite Kaauwai’s splendid physique — he was in excess of six feet in h
and had a barrel of a chest—he seems to have fallen a victim to pulmo

10

erculosis, a disease that plagued Hawaiian natives. With the opening of the
1874, his health became critical. Beginning on January 31, and continuing
atil his death, he was visited daily by his physician.%® Despite his illness he
ok 2n active part in the election of a successor to King Lunalilo who had
ed without heir on February 3. Deserting the standard of the Dowager Queen
Emma, he supported David Kalakaua who was elected. Kalakaua immediately
warded him by appointing him Court Chamberlain on March 27. Following
e election, the King made royal progresses to the islands of his dominions,
n March 30, the day that the King was scheduled to leave for Lahaina, Kaauwai,
espite the precarious state of his health, was directing the packing of his trunk
in order to accompany the King when he was attacked by a heart ailment and
died almost instantly.®* The opposition that had existed to Kalakaua’s election
ade inadvisable the postponement of the progress, and the King left as he had
planned and remained away uatil April 14.52
Kaauwai's remains, preserved in alcohol in a wooden coffin lined with lead 82
in state until the King’s return. The funeral services were read at the
0-Cathedral on Sunday afternoon, April 19, after which the remains were
ed in an underground brick vault in Kawaiahao Churchyard,’ the principai
ial place of native Hawaiians in Honolulu. There, under a hau tree, they
ait the resurrection.
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